
PSYCHOGEOGRAPHY
EXPLORING PLACE IN WATERCOLOUR



PSYCHOGEOGRAPHY  WHAT?

•Psycho-   Psychological; how you feel and think

•-Geography  land and location



PSYCHOGEOGRAPHY,  WHAT?

•The effect of a geographical location on the 
emotions and behaviour of individuals

•An emotional map of a location 



PSYCHOGEOGRAPHY,  WHAT?

•Where do you go with your friends at lunch, after school, 

on the weekends? 

•Where do you go in the city with your family?

•What are the top 5 places you visit during a 

Typical week? 



Grade 9 Art Class 



Grade 9 Art Class 



Thrift Store 
Downtown 
London

Victoria Park, 
London 



Alexa’s House 

“The Coffee 
Shop”



























Now it’s your turn! 
• Think of at least one place in 

Surrey that is important for you. 

• Somewhere you go frequently, 
where something important 
happened, places where you have 
strong memories or emotions, 
etc.

• Design and create a sticker for 
this location to add to the class 
psychogeographic map. 

• Your sticker can have words, 
pictures, buildings, people, etc.  It 
is up to you!



Why Watercolour?  
• Where did Watercolour painting start? How is it 

unique?

• The importance of paper! 

• Watercolour and landscape “plein air” painting

• Place and the “First People’s Princniples of Learning.”  
(FPPL)

Ding Yunpeng,  Scholar in Autumn 
Forest, 1601 

https://www.christies.com/lotfinder/paintings/ding-yunpeng-scholar-in-autumn-forest-6129707-details.aspx?from=salesummery&intobjectid=6129707&sid=3427a25d-cece-40ef-b1d8-e58be7d2f164
https://www.christies.com/lotfinder/paintings/ding-yunpeng-scholar-in-autumn-forest-6129707-details.aspx?from=salesummery&intobjectid=6129707&sid=3427a25d-cece-40ef-b1d8-e58be7d2f164




The importance of land and 
place and how it relates to 

history, memory, and 
identity 



J.M.W. Turner, Venice Looking East from the Guidecca, Sunrise, 1819

• British Painter 

• Royal Academy of Arts 

• 2,000 paintings & 19,000 
drawings 

• Romantic period 
(1800–1850)

• Well-known for 
watercolour and 
landscape work 

• “Atmospheric style” 



J.M.W. Turner, Sunset amid Dark Clouds over the 
Sea c.1845



J.M.W. Turner, Rain, Steam, and Speed - the Great Western 
Railway c.1844



James McNeill Whistler, Flower Market, 1885
• American painter 

1834–1903

• Studied watercolour 
as a cadet at West 
Point military 
academy 

• Traveled extensively 

• Observational 
watercolour 
paintings 

•  Increasingly 
experimental 



James McNeill Whistler, Sea and Sand Domburg, 1900



James McNeill Whistler, Moreby Hall, 1883-84



James McNeill Whistler, Nocturne: The Grand Canal, Amsterdam, 
1883



Amy Park

Amy Park, Post Office (NYC), watercolour on paper Amy Park, Muir Dawson House, Silverlake



Amy Park

Amy Park, You are Here #3, watercolour on paper, 
2013

Amy Park, Blue and Gold Goldberg,  2005



Amy Park



Dema Rebus

Dema Rebus, What is 
the Time Difference, 
2017



Dema Rebus

Dema Rebus, Guiding 
Star, 2017



Dema Rebus

Dema Rebus, Pleasure, 
2017



Ekaterina Smirnova



Ekaterina Smirnova

Ekaterina Smirnova, 
Night Watercolour, 



Ekaterina Smirnova

Ekaterina Smirnova, 
Rainy Way 5, 



Lora Zombie

Reload Your 
Heart, Watercolour 
and Pen

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L7BFqmKKIMI&index=3&list=PL
3892n3w7sLttng4vENjmlUXw0Q8XxDbq&t=0s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L7BFqmKKIMI&index=3&list=PL3892n3w7sLttng4vENjmlUXw0Q8XxDbq&t=0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L7BFqmKKIMI&index=3&list=PL3892n3w7sLttng4vENjmlUXw0Q8XxDbq&t=0s


Lora Zombie
Northern Whale, 
2009

The Good, The Bad, 
and the Queen.  
“Northern Whale”



Lora Zombie
Cutting Trees (left)
Un-happy Birthday (below)



Sarah Stokes 

“Eric Sitting” Watercolour on 
paper 

“Headstrong” Watercolour on paper 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lqPqNeTvkgw

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lqPqNeTvkgw


Sarah Stokes 

“Kylie” Watercolour on paper “March Hare” Watercolour on paper 


